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Close-up Magic Competition

Ray Roch will be master of ceremonies for 
the close up magic competition he won last 
year. Are you entering this year?

Junior Close-up Magic | Dick Gardner 
Trophy
The spirit of this competition is to 
encourage growth in the fields of 
restaurant, table hopping, trade show and 
walk around style 
magic. 

Adult Close-up Magic | H.B. MacLean 
Trophy
The H.B. MacLean Trophy is awarded in 
recognition of excellence in close up magic. 
The effect or routine must be easily performed 
in an intimate and close up setting. 



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Dear VMC,

It's time for summer fun! The buzz around this 
years 1st annual MAGIC Festival in Port 
Coquitlam is growing and the VMC is getting 
ready for an unreal week full of shows, 
competitions and more! Port Coquitlam's 
downtown core will be turned into a full-blown 
festival bringing the art of magic to the masses 
from June 23-29. The festival will be home to 
special performances from the VMC, SAM and 
FVMC as well as many productions from other 
performers like our very own Tony Chris, Shawn 
Farquhar, and yours truly! Of course, the 
annual Children's Magician Of The Year 
competition will be held as the kick off to the 
festival in Port Coquitlams Leigh Square on 
Sunday June 23rd. Make sure to enter by 
contacting competition chair Henry Tom!

The Vancouver Magic Circle is looking for volunteers interested in showcasing 
their talents and representing the circle as we begin to establish ourselves as a presence 
in the community. If you are interested in performing or running the show from behind the 
scenes, we want YOU! Please contact the dashing Rod Chow who has taken on the 
organization of what will be a highlight of the festival! For a full list of performances, 
activities, and tickets to a certain "SHARE The Magic" charity show by yours truly 
(shameless plug...it 's my column!) and all the amazing productions, visit 
www.themagicfestival.com!

If you haven't already registered for the unreal CAM JAM on June 30th, what are you 
waiting for?!? If you are a current member of the Canadian Association of Magicians, only 
you can attend this FREE day-long mini convention! Visit www.magicianconvention.com for 
all the info on this FREE CONVENTION!

Thanks all for now folks! 
Make sure to check www.ibmring92.com to stay in the loop!
Hope to see you at the upcoming meeting!

Alex Seaman

President
Vancouver Magic Circle
I.B.M. Ring #92, The Charles Howard Ring



May Meeting Full of Characters

Join us for our May meeting at the Sunrise Community Hall at 1950 Windermere 
St. Vancouver. Our workshop will be Developing your Performance Character.

Do you ever think about the "character" 
you are presenting to your audience? 
Would you like to develop more tools 
and techniques to hone the character 
into the best possible representation of 
your magic?

This workshop will focus on some 
basic elements of theatrical 
characterization used by professional 
actors. Some of the topics covered 
will be:

1 5 basic elements of character

2 Magical Archetypes

3 Laban Effort Energies

4 Objectives and Tactics

5 Incorporating improvisation

6 Performing as "yourself"

7 Distinctions between stage and 
walk around characters

We're hoping this workshop to be 
more collaborative and less lecture-
style. We invite all members of the VMC 
to come and discuss the "how" and "why" of their performing characters. Hope to 
see you there!





Introducing...the official VMC Blazer!

Available in your favourite colour (Provided that your 
favourite colour is BLACK!)

Available only for a limited time.  
Order via the VMC Website.

PRESTIGE!...only $50

On Sunday May 
1 2 ,  J o h n 
S m i t h m a n 
spent 2 hours 
36 minutes and 
4 7 a n d 
7/1000ths of a 
second in helping 
Dennis Chan set up a Skype 
program.

Shout 

outs!

Thank 
you John!!
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The Vancouver Magic Circle
I.B.M. Ring #92
Meets  the 4th Thursday of each month except 
August & December at Sunrise Community Hall,
1950 Windermere St. Vancouver, at 7p.m. 
President-Alex Seaman

The April meeting started off with a jam-
session with everyone showing each other 
their favourite moves and effects. Our 
workshops and jam-sessions alternate from 
meeting to meeting. The competition for this 
month was for the Charles Howard trophy. 
This  is an adult competition. This trophy is 
awarded in recognition in magic using 
gimmicks in a card effect or routine. The 
gimmick could be a gimmicked wallet or a 
gimmicked card. Competitors  for the Charles 
Howard trophy were James Hanson, Billy 
Hsueh, Matthew Jones, Phil Razon, and Jeff 
Christensen. Tony Chris, last year's winner 
read the rules, he was also the MC for this 
competition. The winner of the Charles 
Howard trophy was Jeff Christensen, Matthew 
Jones came in second place.  Congratulations 
to Jeff and to the rest of the competitors. 
Margaret Li, the club's newest associate 
member performed a baffling card routine. 

The business portion of meeting included the 
creation of a legacy fund to be used for the 
advancement of junior members.  Monies 
would come from members who have passed 
on, unused monies and other sources. The 
membership agreed to this. Wiley Allen 
donated $20 toward the legacy fund, thanks 
Wiley.  Next was the creation of a 
Distinguished Award for the Helping Hands. 
John Smithman moved to create the Munro 
MacKenz ie award i n recogn i t i on o f 
outstanding contribution in the advancement 
of the Vancouver Magic Circle junior 
membership programme. This would be 
similar to the helping hands award. 

A membership committee has been formed 
with John Smithman being the Chairperson.  

John will have six members on his team to 
conduct the membership responsibilities as 
detailed in our constitution.  Alex handed out 
membership cards. 

Our secretary, Billy Hsueh, just turned 19.  
Happy Birthday Billy! 

Jeff Christensen made a presentation 
regarding the Jeff McBride show/lecture to be 
held on Friday, June 21st with a master class 
to be held on Saturday, June 22nd.  The club 
will pay the costs  for five junior members to 
attend the Jeff McBride lecture. Monies raised 
from the Jeff McBride programme are 
earmarked to build a one room school in 
Kenya.  Another presentation was made to 
promote a magic programme called an 
Evening of Magic which will take place on 
Saturday, May 25th at the Evergreen Cultural 
Centre in Coquitlam. Monies raised from the 
show will help send a young magician to 
magic camp this summer.  Featured 
performers will be Billy Hsueh, Tony Chris, 
Alex Seaman, and Brianna Carlson. 

Many thanks to our dentist Henry Tom for 
donating travel size tubes of tooth paste to all 
those who bought raffle tickets.  The grand 
prize raffle draw was a box of 36 tubes of 
travel size tooth paste. Margaret Li won the 
grand prize.  

Refreshments were provided by Jessica Chan 
and Jennifer Meyers. Thank you. Thanks to 
Billy Hsueh for selling raffle tickets. John 
Smithman, the club's  official photographer 
took photos of the evening's events. 

There were 26 members and 5 guests  in 
attendance.

   -I’m Dennis Chan

March Ring Report   By: Dennis Chan



APRIL PHOTOS

Please visit www.ibmring92.com to view John’s phantastic photo gallery!t i J h ’ h t ti h t ll !
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Tri - City 3 of Clubs Magic Convention
The Vancouver Magic Circle is proud to host the annual Tri-City 3 of Clubs Magic 
Convention for 2013 in Vancouver, British Columbia and welcomes you to come and join in 
the fun! Early Bird Registration is only $115 until Sept 1st, 2013.

The basic registration includes six lectures, two shows, contests, two game shows, the SAM 

Cut-a-Thon and $75 magic gift bag!

We only have a few spots left before we hit the 75 people mark – so if you know anyone who 

wants to attend then they need to register NOW! It’s only $100 for Alumni!

Visit the VMC website for more information
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Back by popular demand...

VMC Mystery Mug!

Can you identify this overly enthusiastic member of the Vancouver 
Magic Circle?  Don’t let that look of indifference fool you...he is REALLY 
excited to be featured here!  Yessiree...this is a real milestone for him 
and (although it does not show in this photo), he is just smiling ear to 
ear.

Email your response to the editor (see address below), all correct 
responses received by June 9, 2013 will be placed in a drawing to win 
(you guessed it), a MUG!
Email submissions to the editor at newsletter@ibmring92.com.

Hint: This photo may have been taken before smiles were even 
invented!

Magical Mentorship
The goal of the Tony Eng Youth Fund is to 
promote and support youths as they pursue 
the art of magic. We believe that mentorship 
is an essential part of being a magician and 
that it is vital to form relationships with 
people with whom you can learn, grow and 
exchange information with. Our Tony Eng 
Educational Bursary program is dedicated to 
matching up-and-coming magicians with rich 
resources and opportunities to help jumpstart 
their career.

On April 2013 Magicana’s Tony Eng Youth Fund sponsored a one-week mentorship program for Trevor and 
Lorena Watters to study and learn from legendary magician and consultant, Johnny Thompson (The Great 
Tomsoni & Company) in Las Vegas, Nevada. The couple received invaluable advise from Mr. Thompson, 
who graciously accepted them in his home and gave them the “experience of a lifetime”.

This particular program was designed to assist young people to form a supportive, nurturing and 
knowledgable relationship with a veteran magician in order to guide them on their 
professional development. Trevor and Lorena Watters were selected to be the inaugural recipients of this 
award, as they demonstrate great promise and talent as professional entertainers.

In the coming months the Magical Minutes will present the detailed memoirs of Trevor and Lorena’s 
excellent adventure!  This mini-series will take you along for a ride that they will never forget.  Advertising 
space for this epic showcase is (unbelievably), still available.  One quarter page ad is (only), $1,000,000 
which is an absolute steal when you compare it to the $2,500,000 NBC charges for a 30 second spot during 
the Super Bowl.  Cheques should be made out to Rabbi Don Pacht.



"Take every opportunity offered you." - John 

This year Celebrate The Child has two magic events. The first is in Coquitlam on Friday June 21st starting at 7pm 

with his show Magic Behind the Mask. This is a 90 minute show starring Jeff McBride. After the show, at 9pm, 

there is a magicians only lecture The Show Doctor based upon McBride best selling book of the same name. On 

Saturday June 22nd from 11-3 will be the McBride Master Class. All of these Coquitlam events will be held at 

Baker Drive Elementary in Coquitlam. For tickets or more information on our Coquitlam event(s) can be found by 

going to: www.CelebrateTheChild.wordpress.com

On Saturday June 22nd we have our 5th Annual A Magical Evening. This show will be held at the Work Safe BC 

Auditorium in Richmond and starts at 7pm. This event is a variety show featuring juggling, magic and live music. 

Some of the performers for this year's event include Matthew Johnson, Yeeri, Jeff McBride and yours truly as your 

MC. For tickets or more information on our Richmond show can be found by going to: www.CelebrateTheChild.ca

and clicking on the A Magical Evening tab.

Proceeds from both of these events will go to Me 2 We/Free the Children to help build a school in Kenya. Our 

Richmond event also features a silent auction with several magic items including: an Impossible Bottle (Jamie D. 

Grant), Axtell Platypus (Steve Axtell), several items from Tony Chris, several sets 

of black paddles from Wolfs Magic (Chance Wolf), an autographed spoon from 

Sir Winston Churchill and bent by Uri Geller and much much more. We also 

have a wonderful collection of other non-magic related items and gift cards.

A special thanks to the Vancouver Magic Circle, Ring of Fire, SAM (Carl 

Hemeon Ring) for sponsoring/donating to our event! 

Jeff Christensen

Celebrate The Child


